CBA Country Programme Strategy – Morocco
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Climate change poses serious risks to Morocco’s sustainable development.  Increased average temperatures, together with increasingly erratic and declining rainfall, threaten to exacerbate water scarcity and drought risk.  In addition, changing wind, temperature and other parameters are likely to disrupt marine resources and other fisheries based on the Canary current, while sea-level rise is also a key concern.  Specific impacts are likely to include:

· Coastal flooding and beach erosion;

· Reduced fisheries potential;

· Salinization of lands and aquifers;

· Increased agricultural production risks from drought; 

· Decreased groundwater pressure and availability;

· Increased erosion and dam siltation;
· Biodiversity loss and changing ecosystem boundaries


These impacts will have the most significant impacts on poor and natural resource-dependant communities.  Therefore, in this context the CBA programme will pilot 10-15 community-based projects to address those risks through improved natural resource management, while also preserving biodiversity and promoting sustainable land management.
Implementation of CBA projects in Morocco will focus on three focal sectors and three focal regions, with the aim of developing a diverse set of lessons relevant to a diverse cross-section of threatened sectors and ecosystems.  These will include:
Focal Regions

· Coastal biodiversity hotspots (focusing on the Mediterranean coast)

· Forest areas (focusing on the Middle Atlas). 

· Oasis areas in Southern Morocco 

Focal Sectors
· Agriculture

· Water resources (focusing on agriculture) 

· Forest resources 


For increased impact, the CBA program will work closely with national and regional adaptation projects currently underway for greater impact, policy relevance, and for exchange of best practices.
Climate Change Projections for Morocco


Climate change projections for Morocco include increased temperatures and reduced average rainfall throughout the country.  In the short term (to 2020), temperatures are projected to rise by approximately 0.6°C to 1.1°C, while average rainfall is projected to decline by approximately 4%.  





However, longer-term scenarios (2080-2099) for North Africa and the Mediterranean suggest an average annual temperature increase of 3.5°C, with steeper precipitation declines (6-12%).  Globally, sea levels are projected to rise by as much as a meter, potentially more, within the 21st century.








